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Celebrate Detroit’s 325th birthday this Founder’s Day (July 24), honoring  
the date French explorer Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac founded Detroit in  

  
of Independence. America250 events include local parades and museum  

  
Textiles and Technologies   June 7–September     
semiquincentennial. The state’s largest amusement park, Michigan’s  

 
   

     
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  

     
       

   



 

 
  

   
 

 
 

 
 

The inaugural outdoor concert series  
 

Richie, Pitbull and Meghan Trainor  
 

 

 
 

Borrow cruiser bikes and explore the  
nearby Heritage Trail or gaze upon  
Lake Superior from your balcony at  
this rebranded and renovated hotel  

 

 
 

 
 

immersive experiences with animals  
in a stingray encounter, a goat- 
brushing yard and much more for  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Three unique attractions work in  
 

 
opened Small Craft bar next to Takka  

 
 

 

 
 
 

Opening soon: Automobiles  
 

 
 foot-wide dedicated path on the  

 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   



 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

vermouth and dry gin in limited  
 

the Farm Store or during a dining event.  

 
 

 
Civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther  

 
 

 
 

 
relocated from Selma and will open  

 
  

 
 

Come for the gaming, stay for the  
full‑service spa, two indoor pools  

  
 

  new resort hotel.  

 
 

 
as a boutique hotel with four suites.  

 
 

views of the Cass River. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    
  

 
 

Georgia O’Keeffe  
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ONLY IN MICHIGAN  

Experience 20 enthralling attractions and 

destinations in honor of the 20th 

anniversary   



 

 

of Pure Michigan, the iconic brand that 

 

 

 

    
   

a mix of dunes and  
 

sits in the northwest  
 

Peninsula. Dunes reach  
 450 
 

 
 

 
plenty of water) can  

 
Lake Michigan.  

 
Dunes National  
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has become the calling card  of the 

Great Lakes State.  

1 Michigan is the only state made entirely of two peninsulas, the Lower and Upper (UP). 

An extension of the UP, the Keweenaw Peninsula’s northern region is also an island—the 

Portage Lake Lift Bridge connects Houghton with the northern portion of the Keweenaw.  

 3 In 1966, Pictured  Park is reachable by  
Rocks National  ferry or seaplane during 

Lakeshore was  warm‑weather months  
established as the first from Houghton or of the 

nation’s three Copper Harbor on the national 

lakeshores. Keweenaw Peninsula.  

The 42‑mile stretch  5 The Keweenaw of 

shoreline between  
National Historical  

Munising and Grand  
Park on the Keweenaw  

Marais includes 15 miles  
Peninsula is home to the  

of colorful sandstone first great mining boom  
cliffs and more than  

(copper, 1843) in the  
12 miles of pristine  

United States, with   
sandy beaches.  

23 heritage sites.  

4 One of the most  6 Monroe’s River Raisin 

remote and least‑visited  
National Battlefield  

national parks known  
Park commemorates  

for its rugged beauty  
the 1813 battles  

and backcountry resulting in the greatest  
camping, Michigan’s Isle 

Royale National  
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Michigan state parks and recreation areas welcome people  
of all abilities to experience the great outdoors. Some of the  

 
 

 
   

State Park, offers adaptive equipment for year-round outdoor  
 

Other top attractions with accessible features include Midland’s  
   

are immersed in the forest on this quarter-mile path, four  
 

   
  approved    

U.S. defeat during  
 

your exploration at the  
Visitors Center. 

 

 

    
 

Michigan and Superior)  
touch the aptly named  

 
 

freshwater coastline    
 

       
 

to the lower Great Lakes  
in Sault Ste. Marie.  
Experience the world’s  

 
 

    
boasts more than  

  
developed areas of  

 

  
  

  
 

 
 

  (west  
 

 
    

 
6  

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
  near Alpena  

 
 
 

Alley, 100 ships have  
been discovered to date.  
See the wrecks on a  

 
    

  
 
 

 
 

 

     
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

Cruise under  
 
 

  
outing; some tours  

 
entertainment.  
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13 Michigan has 
  Island  covers more than   FROM TOP  

129 lighthouses, the   80 percent of the island.  Beaver Island; most of any state, and 

 Time  16 Beaver Island, the  DeGrandchamp  

each one is unique. (The tallest you can climb:  14 Explore Les  largest in Lake Michigan, 
 South HavenFarms,  

 Cheneaux Islands, a  is also home to a dark   
New Presque Isle  
 collection of 36 land  sky sanctuary, perfect   



 

 21 

in Presque Isle. The masses of varying sizes,  for stargazing. The   
oldest: Fort Gratiot in  

 
 

   
 

 
famous flavors and  

 
 
 

  
  Ginger Ale  

 
 
 

 potato  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

put the sauce on top.  
The theatrics of making  

 
in front of customers  

  
Murdick’s Fudge   

 
 
   

Cornish miners brought    
 

hearty, handheld meal  
 

onion and rutabaga    
 

 

Michigan’s agriculture scene ranks top in the nation for tart cherries. Taste  
the delectable tangy fruit found in more than 200 products at     
stores throughout the state. This year marks the 100th celebration of the  

  
 

Michigan comes in second for apple production. Many of the state’s orchards  
line the Lake Michigan shore. Also along the shore, South Haven has  the largest  

    
   

  
Rock out to    
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 on a guided paddle  island sits about   
Port Huron. The most adventure with outfitter  30 miles offshore from  
photographed: Big Red,  
 Woods and Waters.  Charlevoix. (Ferries  
best seen from the north  
side of the channel at  15 On automobile- operate seasonally;  

flights are year-round.)  
Holland State Park).  free Mackinac Island,  



 

 23 
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Piedmont and Bordeaux.  

 
effect microclimate  

 
temperatures; fertile  
ground and extended  

 
 

 50 
    

 
   

 
 

growth forest in the U.S.  
 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 
   

Peninsula, Mackinaw  
 

 
 

    
 

    
 

  
 

 
 
   

   
 
 
   

 

 
 

 
fresh experiences  
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ADRENALINE RIDES 

PICK UP   

SPEED 
If you still love racing down hills like 

a kid, try these high‑octane sports.  

Skip the uphill pedaling and opt 

for a lift that transports you and 

your mountain bike to the top of 

the trail at The Highlands Bike Park 

in Harbor Springs. Then zoom down 

beginner-friendly paths or 

adrenaline-pumping expert 

singletrack. Ride the Heather 

chairlift to the start of the nine-hole 

disc golf course that weaves 

through the wooded hills. Farther 

south, visit Muskegon Luge 

Adventure Sports Park, the old 

stomping grounds of Olympian 

luger Mark Grimmette. Though the 

ice luge track closes for the 

summer, the wheeled version 

delivers a similar experience. “It’s a 

sport, so it’s not like going down a 

waterslide,” says Dan Bonner, 

outdoor adventure specialist at the 

park. “You’re actively engaging core 

muscles, using your legs and your 

body to turn. It’s exhilarating.” A 

coach teaches you how to steer the 

sled, then sets you free to practice 

on the 320-foot-long fiberglass 

track.  
Bike Park,   BRIDGE WALKS 
Harbor Springs 

BOTTOM RIGHT REACH FOR  

SkyBridge Michigan,  THE SKY 
Boyne Falls 

If you’d like to try walking on air, step 

across these aerial bridges.  

Miles of trails wind through Michigan,  
WATER PARKS but why not hike 

the Manistee River Trail, an 11-plus 

mile jaunt  

MAKE that crosses the “Little Mac” Foot A SPLASH Bridge? The 

structure spans 245 feet,  
connecting the lush green banks of  

If you prefer some thrill with  the Manistee River. Peer down   
your summertime chill, try these  166 feet to the tributary below—its  
aquatic wonderlands.  soothing rush of water is interrupted  

only by paddling kayakers. If you You 

can’t see what’s coming inside  prefer accessing your overpasses the pitch-black 

tube of one of the  with a dramatic ride through dense most intense rides in 

Muskegon’s  treetops, board Boyne Mountain ski WildWater Adventure 

park, but  resort’s Hemlock Chairlift in Boyne the name gives it away—Mine Shaft, 

 Falls. Ascend to the 1,200-foot-long where rush-seekers hurtle down a 

 SkyBridge Michigan, the world’s vertical drop to an epic splash. For 

 largest timber-towered suspension group diversions, hop in a three-

 bridge. Cross the accessible Canopy person tube and brave the nearly 

 Walk at Hidden Lake Gardens, which gravity-defying banked turns of the 

 sits at tree height in Tipton. Mammoth River slide in the same  
water park. The Big Couloir slide at 

Avalanche Bay Indoor Waterpark in 

Boyne Falls serves up lose-

yourbreath speeds, launching you 

from the start at 38 feet per second. 

After a float on the Lazy River, snag 

a board and experiment catching 

waves on the surf simulator. 
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scattered throughout   
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unlight shimmering down  
through Lake Huron sends  

 
  

 
  
 

 
Such is the case for most of the    

  
 

 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric  

 
 

section of Lake Huron, the watery stretch  
 
 
 

 
 

 
unlucky enough to sink during their  

 
Some ships settled in deep water  

 
   a schooner  

barge that disappeared in 1894 and was  
 

 
 

haul it out of the water, hoist the sails and  
 
 

Alpena can help you with gear, and the  
 

shops and charters in the area. But you  
 

 

 

 

     

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

                                     



 

 
  

anybody can visit at 5 feet deep, on the beach, even,”  
Gandulla says. “So you don’t have to be a deep  

 
shared maritime history.” 

 
 

the floating markers and gaze down at the remains.  
Visitors can find more information at the Great Lakes  
Maritime Heritage Center in Alpena. There, walk on  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
   

 
 

Explore the  
 

 
a 2.5-hour narrated  

tour aboard   
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PLAY + EAT +  

STAY 

PLAY 

Images of space swirl cross 

the domed screen  
of Besser Museum’s 

Sky Theater with 

wheelchair-accessible 

seating. Settle into one 

of the planetarium’s 

tilted seats to memorize 

the constellations before 

seeing them for real at 

Rockport State 

Recreation Area, a dark 

sky preserve north of 

Alpena. The mysteries of 

the cosmos pair well 

with the curiosities 

found throughout the 

former limestone quarry 

during the day—the 

earth falls away into the 

park’s  13 sinkholes 

surrounded by fossils. 

Take your mountain bike 

for a spin or hike to the 

Besser Natural Area to 

see building remnants 

from  
an abandoned village. 

EAT 
Back in town, savor the 

notes of pear, grapefruit  
and tropical fruit in the 
45er IPA at Austin 

Brothers Beer 
Company.  
Or belly up to the bar in 

the restored saloon 

where Red Brick Tap 

and Barrel serves 

bourbonmarinated pork. 

At Court Yard 

Ristorante, order the 

walleye freshly caught  
from Lake Superior.  

STAY 
Wind down with views 

of Thunder Bay from 

Big  
Bear Lodge, or settle in 

at Holiday Inn Express 

or Hampton Inn and 

Suites. 
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LOST Explore a ghost town, a shipwreck and an almost-three-quarter-mile sandy ON THE 

coastline at Besser Natural Area north of Alpena. It’s a 1-mile trek—through LAKE the former 
village of Bell and a virgin stand of white pine trees—to the Lake Huron shore, where pieces of 
the shipwreck Portland lie 250 feet offshore.  
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BEYOND THE  
BRIDGE 

The Upper Peninsula holds nearly a third of the state’s land but just 3 

percent of its population. This ratio   

lets outdoor beauty steal the show. Here are three ways  to earn 

your UP bragging rights. 



 

 

waterfalls bordered 

 

       

From Mackinac Bridge, drive    
  

  near Paradise for  
an incredible double feature: two  

 
the rapids. “The earthy smell of the  

 
a whole sensory experience,” says  
park manager Kevin Dennis. “There are  
designated locations where you can  

 

 
 foot-drop of the Upper Falls from  

 
 

  
 

 
  

  and  
  

 
 
 

 
 

   
 

beachcombing. (Agate hunters know  
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by accessible 
boardwalks and miles  
of trails. Explore  

the Lower Falls by 
boardwalk, circling  
an island to catch the 
cascades in their full 
glory, or rent a  
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 FROM TOP  
Mt. Marquette;  



 

 

Marquette  

 

    

From Whitefish Point, tack on a visit  
 

 
 

 
birding opportunities. The 47-mile   

  
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

big payoff, head to  
   

 
 

views; or    
 

   

Beach time fits easily between hikes,  
  
  and neighboring  

 
lighthouse tours, while museum tours  

 

 
 

 
 

boutique hotel   
 

 
overlook at  

 
in panoramic views  

of Lake Superior,  
 

Ore Dock.  

 
the order of recommended stops in this trip plan, as the western portion of the  
UP is closer. If you’re coming from Canada through Sault Ste. Marie, the drive  
time is about the same to the first destination, Tahquamenon Falls State Park  
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Harbor;  
Marquette 

Lighthouse 
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  also known  
as the Porkies, near Ontonagon.  

 
 

 
 

Waterfalls are the headline  
draw here. Check out  

 
 

trip hike on the Shining Cloud  
 

white pine forest, a rocky shoreline  
and the Big Carp River before  

 

 
 

tucked between ridgelines where  

 
  

 
 

 
 

Extend your trip to visit more UP destinations:  
     and  

     

 
 

     
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

the park’s highest point. Keep your  
eyes open for spring wildflowers,  
says park manager Mike Knack. “You  

 
They’re a UP thing—like a raspberry  
but bigger and juicier.” 

 
Ontonagon covers the extras. Grab  

 Gigi’s Coffeehouse,  and  
  

  
  

  for the lake  
   

  
  and     

offer lakefront lodging close enough  
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VISITMUSKEGON.ORG MICHIGAN’S BEST BEACHES 
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MONROE DETROIT 

Rich in history, the state’s   World-class museums and markets— third-oldest 
community has  as well as an island in the heart of  multiple military ties. 
 the river—top the charts on things to  

see and do in the D.  
1. Walk on hallowed ground at the River Raisin National  11. 

Diego Rivera’s Detroit Industry Battlefield Park, where the  Murals 

take center stage at the United States’ greatest defeat 

 Detroit Institute of Arts. occurred during the War of 1812. 

 12. Walk through the city’s history at  
2. Michigan’s only state park on  the Detroit Historical Museum.  

Lake Erie, William C. Sterling  13. Opened in 1891, Eastern Market 

State Park has kayak rentals,  draws up to 45,000 customers a 

designated swim area and a  on Saturdays.  
3-mile paved loop.  

14. Spend 

the day on Belle Isle, home 3. See live theater, dance and 

 to an aquarium, conservatory, musical shows, and 

other  putting green, giant slide, performances at the Art 

Deco- gardens, a maritime museum and designed River 

Raisin Centre  a sandy beach.  

for the Arts. Detroit Princess  
15. Dine aboard the  

4. Set on the site of Gen. George  as the riverboat cruises the river Custer’s widow’s original home,  between Detroit and Canada. 

 

  
     



 

 

the Monroe County Historical 

Museum displays 18th- and 
19thcentury artifacts from the area.  

DEARBORN 
The United States’ largest 
concentration of Arab Americans  and 
Muslims live here.  

5. Step on the bus where Rosa  
Parks took a seat at the  
Henry Ford Museum of 

American Innovation.  
6. Henry Ford’s collection  of 

history lives on at   
Greenfield Village, an   
80-acre outdoor museum.  

7. Hear the voices and stories 
collected from more than 80 
hours of interviews with   

Arab Americans at the Arab 

American National Museum.  
8. Wander the gardens and 

grounds of Fair Lane, the 
estate of Henry and Clara 
Ford, while the main home 
undergoes restoration.  

9. Walk or ride the 2-mile 
Rouge River Gateway Trail 
as it passes over two bridges; 
the trailhead sits across the 
street from The Henry Ford 
complex.  

10. Enjoy double-feature flicks 

year-round from five screens 

at the Ford-Wyoming Drive 

In.  

16. Rent bikes, ride a carousel and 
watch freighters from the 
almost5-mile-long Detroit 

Riverwalk. 
17. Families can experience 

Michigan’s natural wonders inside 
at the Outdoor  
Adventure Center on the 2-mile 
Dequindre Cut Greenway.  

18. Travel through time in the moving 
exhibit about racial equality And 
Still We Rise at The Wright. 

19. For nonstop gaming, choose from 
three casinos: Hollywood Casino 

Greektown, MGM Grand and 
MotorCity.  

ROYAL OAK 
Find dozens of restaurants, such as 
Vinsetta Garage and Crispelli’s, 
along Woodward Avenue and 
downtown, both close to the zoo. 

20. See penguins, polar bears and 
more than 2,000 animals at the 
Detroit Zoo. 

AUBURN HILLS 
Entertainment for the whole family 
abounds, including free music on  
Friday nights at Knight Amphitheater.  

21. With nearly 170 stores, Great 

Lakes Crossing Outlets is the 
state’s largest indoor  
outlet center.  

22. Touch a sea star and walk through 

an underwater tunnel at Sea Life 

Michigan aquarium.  

entertainment venue with food and 
beverages. 

FLINT 
The birthplace of General Motors, Flint 
leans into learning and discovery.  

24. Tour the colorful gardens and 
historic Mott family home at 
Applewood, next to the Flint 

Cultural Center. 
25. The Flint Institute of Arts has 

more than 20 galleries and offers 
free glassblowing demos on 
Saturdays.  

26. Use your hands and discover 
science at Sloan Museum of 

Discovery. Next door see the stars 
at Longway Planetarium. 

27. At Crossroads Village and 

Huckleberry Railroad, a steam 
locomotive transports guests to a 
re-created village with more than 
30 buildings.  

28. Hike 8 miles of trails and visit a 
barrier-free tree house at For-Mar  
Nature Preserve and Arboretum.  

FRANKENMUTH 
Michigan’s Little Bavaria is best known 
for its famous chicken dinners  
and indoor water parks. 

29. Find premium name brands, like 

Lululemon and Pottery Barn, plus 

nearly 90 additional stores, at 

Birch Run Premium Outlets.  

Flint Institute of  
Arts, Flint; Belle Isle, 

Detroit;  
Japanese Cultural  
Center, Tea House and 

Gardens,  
Saginaw 
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30. The all-new Bavarian Blast 

Waterpark is the state’s largest 
indoor water park, with 16 
slides and an adult swim-up bar. 

31. Experience all thrills and no 
chills (it’s always 84 degrees) at 
Zehnder’s Splash Village. 

32. Bronner’s Christmas  
Wonderland, the world’s largest 
Christmas store, occupies a space 
as big as almost two football 
fields with holiday magic.  

33. Dine on family-style chicken 

dinners at Zehnder’s 

Restaurant and Bavarian Inn 

Restaurant.  
34. The newest property, The Mill 

at Zehnder Park, welcomes 
guests to four suites with 
fireplaces.  

35. Challenge yourself on a 
suspended obstacle course 
connected by ziplines at 
Frankenmuth Aerial Park. 

36. Pet chicks, bunnies and lambs in 
the big blue barn at Grandpa 

Tiny’s Heritage Farm.  

SAGINAW 
Cultural experiences are plentiful in 
this river town, once the Lumber 
Capital of the World. 

37. Climb aboard the accessible 
train as it skirts the perimeter of 
the Saginaw Children’s Zoo.  

38. Stroll through the gardens and 
attend a tea ceremony at the 

Japanese Cultural Center, 

Tea House and Gardens of 

Saginaw.  
39. The Spirit of Detroit sculptor 

shows off his works at the 
Marshall M. Fredericks 

Sculpture Museum.  

BAY CITY 
This nautical town sits on the 
Saginaw River, which flows into  the 
bay of Lake Huron.  

40. Catch an immersive show by 
day and sky viewing by night at 
the Delta College 

Planetarium.  
41. Tour the USS Edson, a destroyer 

that served during the Vietnam 
War and is now home to the 
Saginaw Valley Navy Ship 

Museum.  
42. Shop three floors of antiques at 

the downtown Bay City 

Antiques Center.  

WEST BRANCH 
A yellow smiley water tower 
welcomes all to this charming 
community of 2,300 people.  

43. Shop name-brand stores like  
Carter’s and Old Navy at the 
West Branch Outlet Shops.  

44. A new ADA-accessible wooden 
bridge crosses the river at the 
Rifle River Recreation Area, 
home to 14 miles of trails.  

GRAYLING 

The Au Sable River delivers worldclass 
fly-fishing, canoeing, kayaking and 
tubing.  

45. At Hartwick Pines State Park, 
stand among dozens of old-growth 
pines in one of the largest state 
parks in the Lower Peninsula.  

46. The Au Sable River is best known 
for its cool, clean water; brown 
trout fly-fishing; and canoeing and 
kayaking opportunities.  

47. Book a guided trip, purchase gear 
or sleep in the lodge of the Old 

AuSable Fly Shop on the bank of 
the river.  

48. Family-owned since 1915, the 
Rialto Theater still shows firstrun 
flicks.  

49. Watch trout and painted turtles 
gobble up fish food at the 
Grayling Fish Hatchery, where 
more than 1,000 rainbow trout 
live.  

50. Borchers Canoe and Kayak is a 
one-stop shop with rentals and a 
bed-and-breakfast on the Au Sable 
River.  

GAYLORD 
This small town (population 4,300) 
boasts an up-north vibe with all the 
outdoor activities visitors crave.  

51. Tee off at Jones Masterpiece, one 
of five spectacular courses at 
Treetops Resort.  
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pass through the Soo Locks.  
71. Cruise through the locks with 
Original Soo Locks and Famous Soo 

Locks boat tours. 
72. Bird’s Eye Outfitters is the 
area’s go-to spot for hiking, biking and 
paddling gear, guides, coffee, cocktails, 
and food.  
73. The Tower of History 
provides panoramic views of the Soo 
Locks, St. Marys River and the shipping 
channel from 210 feet up.  
74. Go below the Museum Ship 

Valley Camp deck to see crew quarters 
and 100-plus exhibits of artifacts.  
75. Audio files and artifacts tell 
the history of the St. Marys River at the 
River of History Museum. 

 FROM LEFT  
Alpine Chocolat Haus, 

Gaylord;  
Original Soo Locks 

Boat Tours,  
Sault Ste. Marie; Museum 

of  
Ojibwa Culture, St. 

Ignace 

52. In the heart of the Sturgeon River 
Valley sits Otsego Resort, home 
to two golf courses.  

53. Scope out the herd of 60 from 
multiple viewing areas at Patrick 

Mankowski Elk Park,  a mile 
south of downtown. 

54. Adjacent to Elk Park, Aspen 

Park’s paved loops total 2 miles 
for walking or 6 miles for  
singletrack riding. 

55. Elk roam the Pigeon River 

Country State Forest, also home 
to 80 miles of trails,  
campgrounds and sinkhole  
lakes to take a dip in. To prevent  
erosion, only bring the essentials 
to swim as the lake abuts the 
forest (there’s no beach).  

56. Alpine Chocolat Haus makes 
delectable chocolate-covered 
potato chips (try them with sea 
salt) and other tasty treats.  

MACKINAW CITY 
An 19th-century lighthouse and 
reconstructed fort sit in the shadow 
of the Mackinac Bridge, a gateway to 
the Upper Peninsula. Ferries  
depart daily to Mackinac Island.  

57. Historical interpreters bring 18th-
century Colonial  
Michilimackinac to life  

with musket and cannon firings 
and cooking and  
craft demonstrations.  

58. Climb 51 steps to the top of the 
1889 tower and explore the 
Keepers Quarters at Old 

Mackinac Point Lighthouse.  
59. Journey along the Straits of 

Mackinac aboard Shepler’s 

Ferry on a 3- to 5-hour 
Lighthouse or 90-minute Sunset 
Cruise.  

60. For more than 60 years, the 
USCGC Mackinaw was the Great 
Lakes’ primary ice cutter; it’s now 
home to the Icebreaker 

Mackinaw Maritime Museum.  
61. Shop, eat and play at Mackinaw 

Crossings, with more than 50 
specialty shops and a free nightly 
laser light show.  

62. See the Milky Way at Headlands 

International Dark Sky Park. 
The best stargazing happens 90 
minutes to two hours after 
sunset.  

ST. IGNACE 
Father Jacques Marquette founded 

this once fur-trading town on the 

Straits of Mackinac in 1671. Now it’s 

an entryway to Mackinac Island and 

the Lower Peninsula.  

63. For one of the best views of 
Mackinac Bridge, head to Straits 

State Park. 
64. The mile-long Huron 

Boardwalk follows the shore 
and ends at the Wawatam 

Lighthouse.  
65. The Museum of Ojibwa 

Culture shares the history of 
this Native American tribe and is 
also the final resting place of 
Father Jacques Marquette.  

66. The climb (177 steps) is worth 
the view of Mackinac Island, 
Mackinac Bridge and Lake 
Huron, and the cost of 
admission is just  $1 at Castle 

Rock.  
67. Experience optical illusions and 

sensory confusion at the 
Mystery Spot.  

68. A 350 million-year-old sea stack 
known at St. Anthony’s Rock 
rises from the ground 
downtown.  

69. Half of the UP’s 10 gaming 
facilities are branded Kewadin 

Casinos, owned and operated 
by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians.  

SAULT STE. MARIE 
The state’s oldest city connects lakes 
Superior and Huron via the Soo Locks, 
the busiest lock system in the world.  

70. At the Soo Locks Visitor 

Center, watch up to 1,000-foot 

freighters  
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SUMMER IN THE CITY 
In these major metros, maximizing Michigan’s warmest months means 

lingering on restaurant patios, soaking up vineyard views , or mapping visits 

to accessible attractions and waterfronts. 

 

 THIS SPREAD  
1 Frederik Meijer Gardens 

& Sculpture  
Park, Grand Rapids  2 Mani 

Osteria and Bar, Ann Arbor 3 

University of Michigan 

Museum of Art, Ann Arbor  
4 Michigan State  
Capitol, Lansing 5 

Impression 5 Science  
Center, Lansing 6 Grand 

Rapids Public Museum 

4 

1 

 

 2 

 

 3 

 

   

5 

 

 6 
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5 MORE  
WEEKEND- WORTHY 

CITIES 
Pack your bags—weekend wonders await. 

Explore these towns, where you can pilot a 

plane, marvel at architecture and catch a live 

show.   

ON THE MAP 
Planning your next 

getaway? Use this map 

to set your itinerary. 

KALAMAZOO 
Pace yourself while 
zooming through the 
Smithsonianaffiliated 
Air Zoo  
Aerospace and 

Science Museum, 

home to more than 

100 air and space 

crafts, plus flight 

simulators. In nearby 

Hickory Corners, the 

Gilmore Car Museum 

campus shows off 

hundreds of vehicles. 

MARSHALL 
Known for historic 
preservation, local 
landmarks like the 
1860 Honolulu House 
and more museums  
fascinate visitors with 

a diverse range of 

19th-century 

architecture styles. 

Stay downtown in 

Lofts@128, a short 

walk from storied 

Schuler’s Restaurant 

and Pub. 

MOUNT PLEASANT 
Home to Division 1  
Central Michigan  
University, which has 

Indigenous-focused 

classes. The Saginaw 

Chippewa Indian 

Tribe of Michigan 

owns and operates 

the Ziibiwing Center 

with cultural exhibits 

and Soaring Eagle 

Casino and Resort 

with an on-site water 

park.  

 
6  

 
3  
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Here the day begins with dock  

 
 

 
  

  open their doors.  
  

 
in an LGBTQ-thriving community.  

   
   

   
 

 
Climb 303 steps to the top of    

    

views of the Kalamazoo River.  
The backside of the dunes    

    
known for its sugar  fine sand    
on Lake Michigan.  

 
    

then follow your heart’s desire.  
  

 
 

  
 Mammoth  

  refines it, and the  
  

  

 
Arnold Palmer’s   

  
 

long views that are a treasure in  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

  
  and   

  
At the entrance to Fishtown, stop  
in    

 
downtown shops like    
fashion and decor. At     
the blue stones you see are slag  

 
 

 
  

 You’ll find  
more than 20 wineries, including  

  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dubbed  
the Art Coast of  

Michigan, Saugatuck  
 

 
  Bow School   
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 FROM TOP 
Friends Good  

Will, South Haven;  
Sweetwater  

Gourmet Deli and  
Bar, Lexington;  

Galien River County Park, 

New Buffalo 

SOUTH HAVEN 
Bikes roll into town on the 34-

mile Kal-Haven Trail State 

Park. Riders and weekend road-

trippers disperse to pristine 

beaches, the Michigan Maritime 

Museum, and the Friends Good 

Will replica tall ship. Settle into a 

glamping tent or idyllic cottage 

for the night at The Fields of 

Michigan, then rinse and repeat 

with a lineup of waterfront 

attractions. 
SIGNATURE SURPRISE 
South Haven calls itself the World’s  
Blueberry Capital, due to roughly 

300 area farms harvesting the fruit. 

NEW BUFFALO 
In the resort town of New Buffalo, 

everything feels intentional. The Harbor 

Grand hotel’s Foundation  
Spa refines relaxation, while Galien  
River County Park adds upland and 

wetland habitats to the landscape. Make 

a reservation to secure a table near the 

hearth or waterfront at Bentwood 

Tavern, and linger in Michigan 

Mercantile, a collection of retail stores, 

such as Lake Feste for women’s fashion, 

on Whittaker and Merchant streets. 

Purchase fresh produce from Farmette, 

a bakery and cafe. 
SIGNATURE SURPRISE 
Warren Dunes State Park awaits  

LEXINGTON 12 miles north of town, packing  
Like buried treasure, Lexington  towering sand hills, trails and Lake marks the spot, low on 

Michigan’s  Michigan views in one stop. thumb. Downtown curated shopping  
delights, Sweetwater Gourmet  COPPER HARBOR 
Deli and Bar hums all day, and the  

Adventure begins where US-41 ends  
Cadillac House Lexington hotel at the top of the Keweenaw Peninsula.  

and tavern maintains deep roots.  
If you want to pedal or paddle, the  
Days drift between Lake Huron  
Keweenaw Adventure Company  
beach swims and pier walks, where 

has the gear and guides. The 
terrain  

the view does the heavy lifting and 
and trails make this a true 

mountain  
nobody rushes you off, even during  
bike experience, plus there are   
peak summer weekends. 
40-plus miles of singletrack. For 

incredible views of Lake Superior, 

dine at Harbor Haus where fresh 

fish, steak and German specialties 

are always on the menu.   
SIGNATURE SURPRISE 
In addition to hiking and biking trails 

and a 9-hole historic wilderness golf 

course, Keweenaw Mountain 

Lodge is an International Dark Sky 

Park. 

EAST TAWAS 
The sprawling Tawas Point State 

Park sets the scene for this Lake 

Huron hub. The park touts a 

lighthouse, swimming beach, 

campground, and hundreds of 

migrating bird species, making it a 

bird-watcher haven. In town, 

Marion’s Dairy Bar serves up 

delightful homemade waffle cones. 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  
 
  

 



 

 

Head to the Boathouse Beer Company and Boozery for fish, steak, salad and sandwiches 

(and lake views); the Village Chocolatier for a treat; and Tawas Family Theater for a 

movie night. 
SIGNATURE SURPRISE 
The River Road National Scenic Byway stretches 22 miles, linking overlooks, Lumberman’s 

Monument and the stair climb at Iargo Springs. 
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Experience Michigan’s 

Little  
14 Alden B. Dow 

Home & Studio 
 Bavaria. 
(800) 386-8696; 
Tour this 
National Historic 

 
frankenmu

th.org 
landmark. 

abdow.org  

26  Gaylord 
Area Convention   

15 Amtrak Michigan Services  and Tourism Bureau    
All aboard! Explore  All outdoors! (989) 732-4000; Michigan by 

train.  gaylordmichigan.net amtrak.com/michigan 27 Grand Haven 

Area  
16 Bavarian Inn  Convention and  Authentic German Visitors Bureau  

experiences and Find visitor Information.  entertainment for the 

whole (800) 968-0889;  family in Frankenmuth. 

visitgrandhaven.com 
bavarianinn.com 28 Grand Hotel   

17 Bronner’s CHRISTmas  America’s summer place.  

Wonderland   It’s a Michigan tradition.   
The world’s largest Christmas (800) 334-7263;  store! Over 

50,000 items and 
grandhotel.com 

gifts! (800) 255-9327;    29  Harbor Lights Resort 
bronners.com  Beach, indoor pool,  

18 Choice Hotels of Michigan 
marina, walk to downtown 

Free 

directory to hundreds Frankfort. (231) 352-9614; of Michigan 

properties. 
harborlightsresort.net 

choicehotels.com 30 Holland 

Area   
19 Choose Lansing    Award-winning downtown,  

Make Greater Lansing your  great beaches, Tulip Time, 

next weekend getaway.   “America’s Prettiest Small  
 (800) 648-6630; lansing.org Towns” (Forbes Magazine).  

(800) 506-1299; holland.org 
20 Coldwater Country    

Drive-in theater, steam trains,  31 Ludington Area Convention 

antiques malls, Amish area, and Visitors Bureau  sportsmen lakes.  

Visit for a quintessential UP (800) 968-9333; North vacation 

destination. coldwatercountry.com 
pureludington.com 

21 Cornwell’s Turkeyville USA   32  Mackinac Island   All-

turkey restaurant, new  Come visit America’s favorite 

campground, dinner theater  island! mackinacisland.org 

and shops in a country   33  Meet Mt. Pleasant   

setting. (800) 228-4315 Central location, CMU, casino,  
22 Crystal Mountain Resort  outdoor recreation.  Golf, ski, lodging 

and so much  (888) 772-2007; meetmtp.com 
more! (855) 995-5146;    34  Michigan Association of 

crystalmountain.com Recreation Vehicles and  

23 Experience Grand Rapids  
Campgrounds 

Dream grand and go  

 Get a free copy of Michigan  
for beer, art, culture, outdoor RV and Campgrounds 

recreation and family  today. michiganrvand fun. (877) 847-

4847;  campgrounds.org experiencegr.com 35 Petoskey 

Area  
24 FireKeepers Casino Hotel Visitors Bureau Get your Vegas Free 

travel guides. on … overnight at 
petoskeyarea.com 

FireKeepers Casino Hotel. firekeeperscasino.com 

36 Saugatuck Douglas Area  
Small-town America at its 
best! Beaches, art galleries 
and lodging for every taste. 
saugatuck.com 

37 Sault Ste. Marie Convention 
and Visitors Bureau   
Where Michigan was born! 
(800) 647-2858; 
saultstemarie.com 

38 St. Ignace Visitors Bureau 
Make us your home port for 
your next vacation.  (800) 
338-6660;  stignace.com 

39 Travel Marquette    
Embrace your natural 
identity. (906) 228-7749; 
travelmarquette.com 

40 Traverse City  Park Place 
Hotel    

New conference center, 
indoor pool and  
renovated lodging.  park-
place-hotel.com 

41 Upper Peninsula Travel and 
Recreation Association  Go 
outside and play!  (906) 
774-5480;  uptravel.com 

42 Visit Detroit Detroit is more 
than a destination. It’s a 
conversation.  
visitdetroit.com  

43 Visit Muskegon    
Find a reason for every 
season in Muskegon. (231) 
724-3100; visitmuskegon.org  

44 Visit Southwest Michigan 
Request our free welcome 
guides. (269) 925-6301; 
swmichigan.org 

45 Western Upper Peninsula 
Visitors Bureau Explore the 
Western UP. 
explorewesternup.com 

46 Zehnder’s Splash Village 
Hotel & Water Park Famous 
chicken dinners and more! 
(844) 207-7309; 
zehnders.com 
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FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION ! 

For more information on destinations and attractions, please  circle the 

corresponding number on the attached card.  
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A LIVING CANVAS 

 

   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
transforms into the  

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Let the  
Interlochen Center  

 
your imagination.  

 
   

 

 

  
  



 

 

CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS YOU CAN JOIN. 

 energy at this rustic  KRASL ART  when live music spills  
 Interlochen  campus nestled  CENTER through downtown and  

Arts Camp, between two lakes. ST. JOSEPH turns the thoroughfare Interlochen Shift your focus from into an outdoor concert. 
JACKSON  

 RIGHT a messy art studio to  
SCHOOL OF   

Krasl Art Center,  open-air inspiration at  OX-BOW  
THE ARTS 

 St. Joseph this museum near Lake  SCHOOL OF ART  
 JACKSON AND ARTISTS’  

Michigan. Seasonal  
Learn how to waltz  classes (June–August;  RESIDENCY or take a parent-and- September–

December;   SAUGATUCK me painting class  and January–March)  The working campus at this year-

round  can end with a bluff-top  for artists hosts free creative playground  sculpture walk to view 

 Friday Night Open where art, theater  large-scale artworks. Studios (June 12 and 26,  
and dance workshops August 7 and 21) during turn spectators into MUSIC ON which 

visitors can drop participants. THIRD STREET by classes, meet artists, MARQUETTE and 

see their pieces  
 Follow the harmonies to  in progress. 
Third Street every third Thursday night (July,  

August and September),  
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 miles north of the state’s  6 

 

 
 

Huron from the breakwall  
 

 
warm months, the village  

 
 

 
MargaritaFest, and Thumbfest,  

 

 
 

 
Turnip Rock in Lake Huron.  

 
 

After shopping and dining  
around this historic downtown,  
stop for a cool treat. Frozen  
yogurt or ice cream in hand,  

 
 

 
color sunset for a sweet  

 

 
 

An observation platform at the  
 

 
 

the recently renovated Gillette  
Sand Dune Visitor Center. Its  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

outstanding views of Lake  
 

 
 
 

formation juts from shallow  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Sturgeon Point State Park with  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

stretch between Rogers City  
and 40 Mile Point Lighthouse  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

often after 9 p.m. Sunset Point,  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

permit to share their elevated  
perspective on Lake Michigan.  

 
 

 
steps to the Mt. Baldhead  

 
panoramic sunset view over  

 
from the sparkling water,  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
    

  
 
  

 



 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
fishing tournaments. Tails  
wag for the dedicated dog  

 

 
 

Warm, shallow water and  
 

beach in Van Cleve Park a  
family favorite. Parents  

 
 

 
playground. Other amenities  

 
restrooms and showers.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

zones. ORV enthusiasts  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
everyone active. Walkways  
connect to Whirlpool Compass  
Fountain, Silver Beach Center  
and Carousel, and downtown.  

 
 

Traverse Area Recreation Trail  
  

to this popular beach on West  
 

 
changing rooms before heading  

 
 

activity from the neighboring  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thanks to shoreline restoration  
 
 
 

as freighters headed for  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
overnight in a geodesic dome.  

 
 

 
park off M-25, this secret beach  

 
 

 
 

owners make the pet-friendly  
stretch south of Delaware Park  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
mat and a beach wheelchair,  

 

 
 

 
National Marine Sanctuary  

 
 

 
 
 

even more amenities, like a  
BMX track, within the adjacent  
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the stuff of Native American  
legend. When people walk or  

 
 
 
 

to the legend, this is how the  
maiden hears her lost love  

 
 

the expansive preserve.  
 

permanently protected  
  

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
A boardwalk beyond the    
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum  
  

  
 
 

sandy beach. Look out from  
the point’s tip to Canada  

 

 
 

 
   
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Plunging into the lake    
from Presque Isle Park’s    

  
 
 

 
 

peninsula, then wading in the  
 

 
 

Comb the coastline around the  
rocky Keweenaw Peninsula  

 
 

formed copper created other  
 

To spot agates, look for banding  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

only Michigan state park on  
 

 
boasts 7 miles of hiking and  

 

 
 

 
 

Pier Lighthouse, which now  
houses restrooms and a shower  
for the adjacent white-sand  
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waves here on the Great Lakes,”  
 

Bear Surf. “Definitely jump  
into a surf lesson with us. You  

 
 

and how to pop up and utilize  
your board—we focus on  

 

you an inside look into surf  
 
 

 
community that converges  

 
 

 
  

stoke” through a welcoming  
   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Brian LeFeve recommends  

 

 
 

beach. Motor City Kite and  
Surf’s lesson center also offers  

 
 

Thumbs Up Kiteboarding in  
 
 
 

on Lake Michigan, try Tiscornia  
 
 

and expertise at MACkite in  
 

 

 
 

began carrying adventurous  
 

 
Hosted by affable drivers who  

 
sand mountains, their 7-mile,  

minute trips continue to   
 

 
 

dune scooter is outfitted with  
   

  
 

 
lore and nature viewing along  
Lake Michigan’s coast. Off-road  

 
Lake State Park ORV Area in  
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Haven Golf Club—golf’s Golden Bear,  

 
 
 

defined sand areas, and holes that route  
 

 

 
 

Be gobsmacked by vast views of  
seemingly endless Lake Michigan on    

 
 
 

Pause at the third tee—the highest  
 

inland South Course features few trees,  
opening up long views. A brand-new  

 
 

 
 

   
 

not tired and staid. Woods, water and  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Forest Dunes course, designed  
 

 
 

bunkers and waste areas. The Loop  
course is reversible: Its 18 holes are  

 
counterclockwise the next. In either  

 

 
 

This gem beckons from the iconic,  
über-romantic Grand Hotel. You  
can’t Uber to the first tee (no cars on  
Mackinac), but you can ride a horse- 

 
the back nine (more than a mile away).  
The inward half, shrouded by trees,  
climbs to views of Mackinac Bridge and  
the Upper Peninsula. 

 
 

 
 

shows off gorgeous views of Lake  
Superior. At the much newer Greywalls  
course, designed by Mike DeVries,  
prepare for a wild ride over rugged  
UP terrain. You’ll navigate tumbling  

 
 

 
 

 
River Valley on The Tribute course,  
where elevated tees provide uplifting  
views. Towering trees, gorgeous greens  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

though you’re playing just outside  
Detroit, the vibe is woodsy northern  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

renowned designer Rees Jones. The  
holes have a wild and forested feel,  

 
 

 
and   

 
 

converge on Ann Arbor this summer  
 

Open Championship (August  
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golf into a getaway. 

 
   



 

 

LINKED  

LODGING AND  

LUXURIES  

AT THESE GOLF DESTINATIONS, YOU CAN HAVE  

FUN WITHOUT A CLUB IN YOUR HANDS. PICK  UP A GLASS, A FORK 

OR A PADDLE—OR TREAT YOURSELF TO SOME SPA TIME. 

BOYNE MOUNTAIN RESORT HARBOR SHORES RESORT BOYNE FALLS BENTON HARBOR-ST. JOSEPH 

Each hole of The Monument course  Jack Nicklaus has designed more than honors 

a golf great, like designers  300 courses worldwide, but this resort Donald Ross, 

Robert Trent Jones Sr.,  claims the only one on Lake Michigan. It George Fazio 

and Pete Dye. The Alpine  showcases the area’s dunes, woodlands, course starts 

atop Boyne Mountain and  rivers and wetlands, the same natural runs a slalom of 

hazards. When you’re  beauty that surrounds condos and  not golfing, book a 

spa session, go  The Inn’s luxury guest rooms, spa and ziplining or just dig your 

digs—cabin,  pools. Plank’s Tavern on the Water hugs condo, villa or hotel suite.

 the St. Joseph River. 

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN THE HIGHLANDS THOMPSONVILLE HARBOR SPRINGS 

It’s easy to try your hand on the lofty  Five courses reflect the work of elite  
Mountain Ridge course—home of the  designers. The Donald Ross Memorial  
Michigan Women’s Open—while the  re-creates 18 of the icon’s greatest Betsie 

Valley course traverses creeks,  holes. The resort’s original course, ponds and lush 

meadows. When your  The Heather, was designed by Robert cart is parked, 

hitch a chairlift ride to  Trent Jones Sr., and remains a beautiful mountaintop 

views and skitter down on  test after 60 years. Off the links, take Michigan’s only 

alpine slide.  a scenic chairlift ride or mount a mountain bike. 
GARLAND LODGE AND  
GOLF RESORT THE HOMESTEAD 
LEWISTON GLEN ARBOR 

Expect birdies and eagles, even if  The Arnold Palmer-designed Manitou not on 

your scorecard—bald eagles,  Passage Golf Club course flaunts hawks and wild turkey 

hang out here.  northern Michigan’s meadows, dense The Swampfire and Fountains 

courses  hardwoods, red and white pines, feature several water holes, plus the 

 elevation shifts, and meandering waters. resort has two off-course watering 

 Highlight hole? The par-5 eighth. Wake holes: Antlers Bar and Grill, and Tiki 

 up in lodgings beside Sleeping Bear Bar. Enjoy more liquid refreshment 

 Dunes National Lakeshore, a natural in swimming pools and in-room 

 treasure to explore on foot or bike. The whirlpool tubs in some of the rooms.

 resort’s Beach Club offers spectacular sunset views.  
GRAND TRAVERSE   
RESORT AND SPA ISLAND RESORT AND CASINO 
ACME HARRIS 

Play two beastly courses designed  A new nine-hole course, Cedar (opening by 

golf legends: Jack Nicklaus’ The  mid-summer), joins Sweetgrass Bear and Gary Player’s 

The Wolverine.  and Sage Run in merging nature and Soothe your back with a 

massage or  Native culture. 

How will you love refresh your skin with 

a facial at Spa  this resort? Let us 

count the ways: Grand Traverse, trade 

bunkers for  400-plus hotel 

rooms, 24/7 gaming, the sand of a 

private beach, or have a 

 Horizons Steakhouse, Club 

Four One ball in the water 

(intentionally) with a  entertainment, 

and all the H²0 in Splash paddleboard, 

Jet Ski or kayak. Island water park 

and Drift Spa. 
INN AT BAY HARBOR 
BAY HARBOR 

A trio of nine-hole courses, played in 

pairs, form three distinct 18-hole layouts. 

The Links imports a wee bit of Ireland,  

The Preserve offers wooded sanctuary, 

and The Quarry rocks a stony look. The 

Inn, a grand retreat on Lake Michigan, 

promises a blissful stay—loll on the 

beach, swim, bike and play lawn games. 

SHANTY CREEK RESORT 
BELLAIRE  

Golf greats Arnold Palmer and Tom 

Weiskopf are gone but not forgotten—

their design legacies live on here. 

Palmer’s course, The Legend, 

incorporates the resort’s namesake 

stream, while Weiskopf’s Cedar River is a 

masterpiece painted on a glacier-cut 

canvas. Four villages offer lodging, dining 

and outdoor rec options, including hiking, 

biking, swimming and stargazing.  

TREETOPS RESORT 
GAYLORD  

Ace designers Robert Trent Jones Sr., Tom 

Fazio, and Rick Smith composed a 

quintessential quintet that includes The 

Jones Masterpiece, Fazio Premier, Smith 

Tradition, and Smith Signature courses, 

plus par-3 Threetops. Lodgings boast 

winning designs, too, especially rustic-

chic chalets near a private putting green. 

Relax your aching backswing at The 

Treetops Spa and sit down for a round at 

The Sports Bar. 

TULLYMORE GOLF RESORT 
STANWOOD 

Double your pleasure with two great 

courses. Tullymore tests with long par 5s 

and deep bunkers. St. Ives shifts the 

ground under your spikes and catches 

your eye with views. Two hotels—The Inn 
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at St. Ives and The Hideaway—make stays twice as nice, and two eateries —Tap Room at 

Tullymore and St. Ives Grille— form a delicious dining duo. 

PAR (THREE) FOR THE COURSE 

Short par-3 courses are booming around the country, and especially Michigan, because 
they require less time, money and skill to play, making golf more accessible for everyone.  

New par-3/short courses in Michigan include the Wee Course at Harbor Shores Golf Club 
in Benton Harbor, Doon Brae at The Highlands in Harbor Springs, The Little Cardinal at 
Saint John’s in  
Detroit, The Sawyer at Garland Lodge and  
Golf Resort in Lewiston, and The Short  
Course at Manistee National Golf and Resort in Manistee. 
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Cell service along the Keweenaw  
Peninsula can be spotty. Download  

 
consider keeping a paper map handy.  

 
for good reason.  
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The Michigan  

Difference 

 

Car-free islands, towering dunes 

and Great Lakes wilderness 

seamlessly blend with nostalgia and 

adventure to create a naturelover’s 

paradise at this quintet of definitive 

destinations. by Tree Meinch 

Keweenaw Peninsula  
Michigan’s northernmost peninsula feels like the edge of the map, 
where the Keweenaw curls like a wave crashing into Lake 
Superior. Encounter vast mining history, dense forests and 
dramatic rock formations alongside several ghost towns and the 
lively hubs of Houghton and Copper Harbor. The 9-mile 
Brockway Mountain  
Drive traces the northern shore and presents a stunning lay of 

the land and water via overlooks and scenic  
SAVE 
Bring your own 
mountain bikes and 
kayaks—or rent them—
and chart your  
own tour through the  
hardy terrain. 

SPLURGE 
Book full-day and 

multiday adventures 

biking or paddling with 

Keweenaw Adventure 

Company for access to 

expert guides sharing a 

library of knowledge 

on the geology, culture 

and history of the area. 

stops. From there, let the waterfalls, 
stardappled night skies and rhythmic waves 
of Lake Superior guide you. 

DO In Hancock, tour Quincy Mine to grasp 
how copper shaped this place, then  
hike or paddle the timeless scenery with 
Keweenaw Adventure Company in 
Copper Harbor. Refuel at Jampot in Eagle 
Harbor over baked goods and preserves 
made  by monks. Or chase waterfalls near   
Calumet before taking a long steam at  
Takka Saunas in Hancock. On a clear night, 
the Keweenaw Dark Sky Park at the 
Keweenaw Mountain Lodge in Copper 
Harbor promises views of the Milky Way 
that even a smartphone can capture.  

EAT Time a waterfront dinner for sunset  

in Eagle River at Fitzgerald’s, called The 
Fitz by locals. The Den keeps it casual with steaks, pastas, martini 
flights and other creations in Houghton. Nearby, you can savor 
old-school Italian at The Ambassador. Or pair pints with German 
classics and a lakeside view at Harbor Haus in Copper Harbor.  
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STAY Choose an overnight space made for northern lights viewing 
at Fresh Coast Cabins in Eagle Harbor. The Vault Hotel and its 
speakeasy lean stylishly historic in Houghton, and the Laurium 

Manor Inn delivers grandeur in a National Register of Historic 
Places site in Calumet.  

Isle Royale National Park  
Remote, rugged and deeply rewarding, Lake Superior’s 
Isle Royale National Park is a bucket-list destination for 
adventurers. “It’s not the kind of park where you go to 
sit in a lodge and relax,” says John Dunn, a cultural 
resources volunteer for Isle Royale. This 45-mile-long 
island near Canada is situated in the northwestern 
corner of the world’s largest freshwater lake. 
Reachable by public ferries, small seaplanes, and 
private boats and sailboats, the appeal comes from 
what it lacks: roads, cars, crowds and quick exits. The 

reward is pristine solitude and captivating wildlife, 
including moose and wolves. 

DO “If you’re a hiker, 
paddler or fisher, 
you’re going to have a 
great time,” Dunn 
says. Moskey Basin in 
Tobin Harbor makes a 
spectacular camping 
hub on the east end, 
but can be busy. “You 
can hear the wolves a 
lot down there,” Dunn 
says. If you’re seeking  
pristine solitude, you 
may be able to find it 

 
 

and bugs after Labor Day. But beware of  foxes  
swiping unattended hiking boots. (They eat  
the salty leather.) “Many visitors have hiked  
out with one boot,” John Dunn says.  
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on the trail. Take day hikes to Hidden Lake and 
Lookout Louise and explore the Greenstone Ridge 
Trail. 

EAT The park offers two restaurants, both at the main 
stop of Rock Harbor. The Greenstone Grill steers 
casual —pizzas, burgers, sandwiches. Lighthouse 
Restaurant serves seared walleye,  New York steak 
and wine with a view. All of it—even your freeze-dried 
backcountry rations—tastes divine  after a few days in 
the wilderness.  

STAY Rock Harbor Lodge provides comfy rooms and 
hot showers, while backcountry campsites deliver 
true immersion. Visitors can also book  basic 
camper cabins in Washington Harbor on  the 
island’s southwest end. 
SAVE 
Book the Ranger III ferry from Houghton or the Isle 
Royale Queen IV out of Copper Harbor for a one-way 
ticket under $100. 

SPLURGE 
A scenic, speedy 
arrival via Isle Royale 
Seaplanes will run 
closer to $300 one-
way or $400 round-
trip—a great way to 
avoid choppy 
conditions and 
possible seasickness.  
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Mackinac Island  
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Buy a day pass to the  

 
to the sprawling front  
porch, the world’s  

 
 

and lake views without  
the overnight rate.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

with a variety of dining  
 

Floating between Michigan’s two largest peninsulas,  
Mackinac Island evades the passing of time. The  

 
   

by ferries from Mackinaw City and St. 
   

 
 

 
 

outnumber residents, and the pace of life resets. It’s  
 

 
 
   

trails or tee off at one of America’s oldest golf courses.  
  combines history with sweeping views.  

   

    
 

 
     remains  

a rite of passage for anyone with a sweet tooth. Sink  
 

    
     

unfussy time warp featuring pub fare, real espresso  
martinis and more than 20 

   
 
  The central    

 
Mackinac’s only lodging options.   

  
and dog  friendly rooms. Head to the   

 for nightlife at  Pink Pony  

 
 

busy than Mackinaw City options.  
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Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
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Along Lake Michigan’s shore, Sleeping Bear Dunes  
National Lakeshore includes 35 miles of mainland    
coast along with North and South Manitou Islands.  

 
otherworldly. “The influence of the dunes extends well  
beyond the shoreline and defines the entire Leelanau  

    
  

mountains of sand—rising nearly 450 feet above  
   

    
scenic highway to savor every layer. 

 
   

   
   and  

  

    
   

Arbor, and explore maritime history at   
    

 
   

   
 

Arbor,    
  

 
  Book a serene campsite in the park in  

    
 
 

City offers a whole menu of stylish stays just a  
short drive away. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Moraine and Shauger Hill take  
trekkers into the woods.  

 
 

 
open year-round.  
Find more camping  

     
on the Sleeping Bear  

 

 
 

Grand Shoreside  
 
 

 
 

overlooking the 
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Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore  
For ages, wind and water carved this shoreline  in 
the Upper Peninsula. Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore covers 42 miles of Lake Superior with 
towering sandstone cliffs and hidden beaches.   
“It’s a feeling unlike any other to be water level at  
some of the most beautiful spots on the largest 
freshwater lake in the world,” says Pictured Rocks 
Kayaking guide Lillian Manceau. Near Munising, the 
colors shift hourly—iron reds, mineral greens, inky 
blues. Here it’s cooler, bolder and more vertical 
than the Lake Michigan shoreline, making a visit 
unforgettable from every angle. 

DO Grand Island sits just offshore in this paddlers 
paradise, adding a fun layer of aquatic adventure. 
Book a boat tour or kayak to glimpse the scale of the 

cliffs. Then pick your favorite cove for a private 
picnic, or hike to Miners Castle for an photo op.  

EAT ByGeorge Brewing Company in Munising is 
conveniently located next door to The Driftwood 
deli, specializing in tasty sandwiches ideal for dine-
in or a packed lunch. Eh! Burger hits the spot with 
signature patties, Holy Wah Sauce, and frozen 
cocktails after a wilderness escape.  

STAY You can book a room with a deck and bay view 
at Roam Inn, just a 10-minute drive from Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore park headquarters. 
Holiday Inn Express is also close to trailheads and 
the favorite tour outfitters. 

SAVE 
Focus on traversing 
the cliff-top trails— 
there’s more than  
100 miles of them— 
to panoramic 
overlooks and 
tumbling waterfalls. 

SPLURGE 
Guided paddling 
with Pictured Rocks 
Kayaking gets you 
close enough to 
touch history, with 
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layers of lore and interpretation. 



 

 
  

  An artsy vibe permeates The Belt, an alley with  
 



 

 PURE MICHIGAN michigan.org 

  



 

 
 

 

 

Mine a rich Detroit cultural vein at the  
 

   
  

anniversary, the museum is featuring  
 

  
 

  
 

 

    
take a pic of its famed neon marquee.  The   

  features an 80-foot dome  
  

  
Symphony Orchestra, the nation’s fourth- 

    
 

 

 

  
 

    
namesake of the Shinola watch company,  
offers well-buffed boutique rooms.   

  
honoring the lumber baron.  El Moore   

 
 

 

 

  
 

     
  

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 The 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
church in Boston   

 The 

 

  

 

 
pizza next door.  

 

Detroit’s four major professional    
   
 

  
Caesars Arena home, while the Tigers  
MLB) play at Comerica Park next   

 
entertainment area, known as    
The District Detroit, is also home to  

 
restaurants, renowned jazz hot spot  

 

  Mixologists get creative  
 

  
at San Morello in the Shinola Hotel. 

 
 

 
 

   



 

 

  

  
 



 

 

plot the fastest, easiest way here. 

By Car  By Plane  BY THE NUMBERS 

Detroit is less than five hours  Michigan has 18 airports with  2 from many metro areas.  passenger service.  

Distinct Peninsulas 
MAJOR CITIES WITHIN  PRIMARY HUB 

300 MILES OF DETROIT  Detroit Metropolitan Wayne  3 
Cleveland, OH   170 miles  County Airport, Detroit (DTW) 

International  
Columbus, OH    203 miles 

Dark Sky Parks  
REGIONAL HUBS 
LOWER PENINSULA  



 

 

Indianapolis, IN   287 miles  Gerald R. Ford International,  5 

       

Traverse City       

Traverse City       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

Pittsburgh, PA   287 miles  Grand Rapids (GRR) National Parks  

Flint Bishop International, Flint (FNT) 103 
WITHIN THE STATE, DETROIT TO … 
Port Huron     60 miles  Cherry Capital Airport,  State Parks and  

Traverse City (TVC) 
Lansing     90 miles  Recreation Areas  

MBS International, near Saginaw,  

 Midland, Bay City (MBS) 129 
Marquette     454 miles  
 Kalamazoo/Battle Creek  Lighthouses  
Copper Harbor   600 miles  

International, Portage (AZO) 

CHICAGO TO … 650 
UPPER PENINSULA  

Saugatuck     140 miles  Public Golf Courses  
Marquette Sawyer Regional  

Detroit     283 miles  Airport, Gwinn (SAW/MQT) 

 Houghton County Memorial  1,000+ 
Keweenaw Peninsula  432 miles  Airport, Calumet (CMX) Public Beaches 



 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
      

 
   

 
85   of a Great Lakes shore and    
   from a lake or stream  
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