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A Comprehensive Guide to Exploring All Things Route 66 in St. Louis
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maplewood Memories

Plan to stay: 30 minutes- 2 hours

This neighborhood boasts Route 66’s past and its future. A
diner, upscale restaurants, a 100-year-old bowling alley, a
dueling piano bar, a brew pub, a hardware store that dates
back to 1905, quirky shops – it’s all here. The history is
celebrated with memorial plaques along the 7200 and 7300
blocks of Manchester, including shops that were active during
the Route’s heyday. Spend the afternoon and get lost in its
history – or maybe buy a new instrument at Eddie’s Guitars.
cityofmaplewood.com

Donut Drive-In

Plan to stay: 15 minutes

The Donut Drive-In is a shrine to neon road signs and fried
dough deliciousness. You don’t think you need that chocolate
glazed or that custard filled, but trust us: You need both.
Voted best donuts on Route 66.

Ted Drewes Frozen Custard

Plan to stay: 15-30 minutes

Yup – pull in, get a “concrete,” and turn it
upside down. This thick milkshake
made from vanilla frozen custard and
blended with traditional and inventive treats will not
fall out. Since 1929 travelers have been delighted by this
popular custard-stand shake handmade so thick that it
earned that nickname. Oh, and pick us up the Cardinal
Sin – hot fudge and tart cherries – would you?
teddrewes.com

Route 66 State Park

Plan to stay: 30 minutes-2 hours

The park’s visitors’ center is a treasure trove of Route 66
memorabilia, and it’s housed in a 1935 roadhouse formerly
known as Steiny’s Inn. Here the story of “Main Street, America”
is told. Also get your outdoor kicks on the seven miles of hiking,
bicycling, and horseback riding trails.
mostateparks.com/park/route-66-state-park

Jesse James Wax Museum and Meramec Caverns

Plan to stay: 1-2 hours

As you head out west with St. Louis in the rearview mirror, stop
by Stanton, Missouri, and two great tourist destinations. The
museum is intriguing and eye-opening, and the cave lives up to
the hype. At five stories high, it is the largest commercial cave in
Missouri and offers guided tours. Bring a sweater as it is
pleasantly cool in this magnificent cavern that has been wowing
roadsters since 1935. Oh, and yes, Jesse James was here.
jessejameswaxmuseum.com; americascave.com

motel row/wayside Motel

Plan to stay: 10-15 minutes

Built in the 1940’s across from where the infamous Coral Court
Motel once stood, the Wayside Motel is especially cherished
by classic car enthusiasts who can park that ’57 Bel Air in the
original carports. A well-preserved masterpiece of Americana
that at one time rented rooms by the hour...

Crestwood Bowl

Plan to stay: 15 minutes- 2 hours

Take a break from the road, knock out a few
frames, and make some new friends at this
old-school bowling alley. In 2012 the original
neon sign was restored through a grant from
the National Park Service – that alone is worth
a stop. May all your frames be strikes!
crestwoodbowl.com

The Museum of Transportation
Plan to stay: 1-2 hours

This museum has it all in terms of
transportation history as its filled with trains
and planes – but let’s get real, you’re here to
see the car collection, particularly Bobby
Darin’s “Dream Machine.” Also featured is the
Coral Court room façade, making this a must
stop for any Route 66 fan.
transportmuseumassociation.org

Day 6: Well it goes from St. Louie, Joplin,
Missouri...

Oklahoma City looking mighty pretty...continue your adventure
through Joplin, all the way to the ocean on your hip and timely
trip. Safe travels, and savor your memories of St. Louis.
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