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Welcome to Bloomington!

Whether you’re planning a fun 
family road trip, a whirlwind 

getaway, or a memorable 
meeting, I’m delighted to 

welcome you to Bloomington, 
Minnesota, home of Mall of 

America® (MOA). As the 
offi  cial destination marketing 
organization for Bloomington, 
we’ve partnered with MOA to 
create this Visitors Guide to 

help you plan an exciting and 
seamless experience. You’ll 

fi nd a wide range of hotels to 
fi t your lifestyle and budget 

and a thrilling array of attrac-
tions, adventures, restaurants, 

shops, sporting events, cul-
tural experiences, and outdoor 
activities. To learn more, visit 
bloomingtonmn.org, where 

you’ll fi nd special deals, value-
added passes and packages, 

fun ideas, and exciting 
itineraries to inspire your visit.

Bonnie Carlson
President and CEO

Bloomington Minnesota 
Travel & Tourism

Time fl ies when you’re 
having fun—especially here 
in Bloomington, Minnesota! 

More than four decades ago, 
city offi  cials championed a 
bold proposal to build Mall 

of America on the site of the 
former Metropolitan Stadium. 

Together with our friends 
at Bloomington Minnesota 
Travel and Tourism (BMTT) 

and MOA, we’re proud to have 
welcomed more than a billion 
visitors from across the U.S. 
and around the world and 
put Minnesota on the map. 

Whether this is your fi rst trip 
to Bloomington or one of 

many visits, I’m excited for 
you to experience our special 

brand of hospitality as you 
discover our city and explore 
MOA with family and friends.

Tim Busse
Mayor

City of Bloomington

Thank you for choosing to 
visit Mall of America—it means 
the world to us. As you’ll dis-
cover, everyone on our team 
is passionate about creating 
amazing guest experiences. 
Nothing brings us more joy 
than seeing the smiles on 

our guests’ faces and hearing 
them say, “That was the best 

day ever!” As you explore 
the Mall with your family and 
friends, I invite you to chat 

with our team members and 
tenants. Many of these incred-

ible people have dedicated 
their careers to this special 
place, and they’ll be happy 

to take photos, share stories, 
and recommend their favorite 
restaurants and attractions to 
make your MOA experience 

the best day ever!

Jill Renslow
Chief Business Development 

& Marketing Offi  cer
Mall of America
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B loomington is situated on the 
Minnesota River near the Twin Cities 
of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, and 

o!ers everything you need for a seamless 
Mall of America® (MOA) getaway. Choose 
from more than 40 hotels with amazing 
deals and savings passes and packages, 
including our Play, Stay, and Save Pass; Park 
& Fly packages or Family Fun Packages; and 
the exclusive Mall of America Stay and Play 
Package. Visit page 75 for details. 

Arriving by plane? That’s easy. Many of  
Bloomington’s hotels o!er complimentary 
shuttle service to and from the airport and 
MOA, and the METRO light rail and bus 
system makes it easy to zip between the 
airport, MOA, Minneapolis, and Saint Paul. 
Traveling by car? No problem. Bloomington 
is easy to navigate, with convenient freeway 
access and on-site parking at hotels, plus 
valet parking and free parking at MOA.

As Minnesota’s fourth-largest city, Bloom-
ington o!ers an array of unique cultural 
and outdoor experiences to round out your 
getaway. In addition to the Bloomington 
Ice Garden, Center for the Arts, and sports 
facilities, we have two public golf courses 
and nearly 100 parks and natural areas 
(many of them dog-friendly!) with beaches, 
playgrounds, and trails and paths for walking 
and biking, including the Minnesota Valley 
Wildlife Refuge, one of four urban national 
refuges in a metro area. 

For more fun ideas and useful tools to  
plan your trip, including more than two 
dozen itineraries with exciting activities 
for all ages, a calendar of local events, and 
more, visit Bloomington Minnesota Travel & 
Tourism at bloomingtonmn.org.  →
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Bloomington

At a Glance 
Bloomington is a dynamic destination where world-
class shopping, nature escapes, and vibrant culture come 
together. Just minutes from downtown Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul and adjacent to the Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport (MSP), Bloomington is easy to reach 
and even easier to enjoy.

It’s home to Mall of America®, the nation’s largest shop-
ping and entertainment complex, drawing 32 million 
annual visitors thanks to its 500-plus stores, thrilling 
attractions, and diverse dining options.

The city is designed for convenience, o!ering free park- 
ing, hotel shuttles, and light rail access. With more than 
45 hotels, you’ll find accommodations to suit every travel 
style—from luxe to family friendly.

Explore Our Story

South Loop Murals
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Bloomington’s creative spirit shines 
through year-round arts, entertain-
ment, and hands-on experiences. 

Visit Artistry at the Bloomington 
Center for the Arts for free visual art 
exhibits and live theater.

Step into a world of illusions inside Mall 
of America’s Museum of Illusions— 
perfect for photos and fun for all ages.

At The Works Museum, budding  
scientists can tinker and explore  
through interactive STEM exhibits.

Laugh out loud at Rick Bronson’s 
House of Comedy or catch a live  
performance at Sidekick Theatre.

Cultural 
Connections

Bloomington 
Insider
Cece Cope

Cece Cope is the Lead Volunteer at  
the Normandale Japanese Garden.

When’s the best time to visit the 
Normandale Japanese Garden?
The garden is open every day from 
sunrise to sunset, April through 
October. The college is closed on 
weekends year-round, so restrooms  
are limited when the buildings are 
closed. Visitors should park in the 
West Parking Lot (Lot 3, access from 
Collegeview Road).

Are there any ‘secret’ or less  
obvious spots that you recommend 
visitors seek out?
The 2-acre garden is designed as an 
open plan around a large lagoon with 
three islands and four bridges. Near the 
waterfall, steps lead to an upper level 
where you can see the entire garden 
and, as borrowed scenery, the 20-acre 
pond it was reclaimed from. The pond’s 
herons, egrets, swans, and red-winged 
blackbirds complete the idyllic view.

What do guests seem most  
surprised by when they visit?
Guests especially enjoy the koi. There 
are koi food machines near the garden 
gate—bring two quarters to feed them!

Above Photo (L to R): Cece Cope,  
Joyce Suzuki, and Janelle Erickson

Museum of Illusions

bloomingtonmn.org   9  

The Works Museum
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Normandale Japanese Garden

Hyland Hills 
Ski Area

Nature lovers will feel right at  
home—nearly a third of 
Bloomington is preserved parkland. 

Hike, bike, fish, or bird watch at the  
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge, one of only a few urban  
wildlife refuges in the country.

Find serenity at the Normandale 
Japanese Garden, a tranquil  
2-acre escape with koi ponds  
and curved bridges.

In winter, hit the slopes at  
Hyland Hills Ski Area for skiing,  
snowboarding, and tubing.

Families won’t want to miss  
Richardson Nature Center, where 
kids can meet raptors and reptiles and 
explore vibrant sculptures and exhibits 
that celebrate Minnesota’s ecosystems.

The Great 
Outdoors

Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge
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From elevated dining to global  
eats, Bloomington’s food scene  
satisfies every craving. 

Try steak and wood-fired pizza at the  
lively Hazelwood Food + Drink.

Craving Italian? Ciao Bella delivers classic 
dishes and an award-winning wine list with 
a seasonal patio.

Go hog wild at Pig Ate My Pizza (opening 
late fall 2025), where you’ll find bold pies,  
wild flavors, and chef-brewed beers.

To indulge, head to Smack Shack for  
lobster rolls and Southern flavors, or  
check out Andale Taqueria y Mercado—
made famous by Guy Fieri’s “Diners,  
Drive-Ins and Dives.”

Savor the 
Flavor

Ciao Bella

Hazelwood Food + Drink

Smack Shack
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While Mall of America® is the  
marquee, Bloomington’s local  
markets bring seasonal charm  
and community spirit.

From June through October, the 
Bloomington Farmers Market at  
Civic Plaza o!ers fresh produce,  
flowers, and local treats every Saturday  
(and on Wednesdays in mid-summer).

In the colder months, the Indoor  
Winter Market keeps the cozy vibes going, 
with local goods and handmade finds on 
select Saturdays from November to March.

Shop Local

Bloomington Farmers Market

Indoor Winter 
Market
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